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Statng and Flaus

The previous work of this project hos been directed to developing
naw methods for searching and corvelating information. The developmunt
of new mothods is necessary if modern high-cpsed eloctronic rmachings
25X1A in particular the Flectyonic Scanning System developed by I in eollaborse.
5X1A5AT  gon with—Jare to be used effectively by the Agenays

#ith modern eloctronlc scannlng equipment, the searching and correlse
+ion of information can be bascd oo an entirely new principle. It do
now ponsible for the searcher himself to set up at will new conbinations
of subjsct headings to control the mechine's searching and seleciing opsFes
tions, This means, im prectice, thet the machine not only performs the
1nboricus task of identifying documents of interest tut in addition can
accompiiech this ¢ask in a more offective fashien than previously ponsible.

& new systen of indexing ia reqmired to coordinate the anslysis of
doouments vith machine opereticna, The new sndexing system Is the key
mrerequisite to using tho new seanning equipment affectivaly for scarching
and currelating information. .

Pravious work has developed basic methodelogy for conabructing lndewe
ing syctems for use with the now equipment. Such methodology nmight be
compared to the plans for constructing & house, The materiels of consbruoe
3i0m are the words and phrases = that 1s to say, the terminclogy - used
o epeck aboub the subject patter to be indexed, These mterials of
eonstrretion have been collocted in the form of an extensive card file
conslating of over 25,000 terms from g1l realns of science and technology.
Preliminary enalysis of these terms hes boen sonpleted as to type of texrm
(nome of mterisl, process, attribute, gemeral copcept) and field of use
{generel, chemlstry, physics, blology, mochanics.) About 5,000 terus
have bosn processed further « some 3,000 from blolegy to the point of
2inal codification for mechine indexirg. 25X1A5A1

Puring the coring fiscal year, the work at[_ |will be directed %o
the corstruction of the nev indexing syctem to cover the btroad ficid of
seleonce und tochnology. In order o expedite this program end to emsure
that its inplicatiens for statistical study of imdustrial activity
realized, 1t ie plammed to add o physiclot and an economist to tha@'mpa 25X1

Sinee September 1, 1951 vhen thia project was set up, ettention has
alse been directed 4o incorporating the new nethodology into the fremework
of Aperey activities. A rudimentary indexing system based on the mew
methodciogy has been partly worked out and it 48 anticipated that this
interim system will be reedy for use o 8 trial tasis tefore the end of 1%52.

Tasts in use of the inmbterin systen late in 1952 and early in 1958

will provide a beeis for incorporating into Agepey activities the more ”
slaberute indexing system now in development mﬁ 25X1A5A1
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